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Thankyou,Madam Chair.

1 Ihavethehonourtospeakonbehalfofthe10Member
States ofthe Association ofSoutheastAsian Nations (ASEAN)on
agendaitem 138:ImprovingthefinancialsituationoftheUnitedNations.
ASEAN alignsitselfwiththestatementbytheStateofPalestineon
behalfoftheGroupof77andChina.

2 ASEAN thanksMsJanBeagle,Under-Secretary-Generalfor
Management,forherdetailed presentation lastweek,and forher
updatestoday.

Madam Chair,

3 ASEAN expresses ourserious concern atthe financial
uncertaintyexperienced bythe United Nations in recentyears.We
reiteratethatassessedcontributionsareCharterobligations,whicheach
MemberState is legallybound to honour,and apportioned broadly
accordingtothecapacitytopay.

4 ASEANisencouragedbytheupwardtrendinrecentyearsof
moreMemberStatespayingtheirassessmentsinfullandontime.We
commend the 40 MemberStates thathave fully paid alloftheir
assessmentsasof7May2019.Notwithstandingthis,weareconcerned
thatdespite the greaternumberof MemberStates paying their
assessmentsinfullandontime,theOrganisationstillcontinuestoface
seriousliquiditychallenges.Deficitshavealsobecomelarger,andoccur
earlierintheyear.Thereasonforourcashflowchallengesisabundantly
clear. ASEAN acknowledges that some countries face genuine
difficultiesinpayingtheirassessments.However,themajorityofmajor
contributorshavenolackofcapacitytopay.Itisalsounfortunatethat
somewhohaveamplecapacitytopaydonotpayontime,norinfull.The
UNwouldbeonafirmerfinancialfootingifthemajorcontributorslived
uptotheirbasicresponsibilities.Thesovereignequalityofnationsisa



concept that also includes the equal responsibility to pay all
assessmentsinfull,ontime,andwithoutconditions.

Madam Chair,

4 TheshareoftheUN’sbudgetbornebyASEAN Member
Stateshasincreasedinrecentyears.Nevertheless,theASEANMember
Statesremaincommittedtopayingourassessments.Wecallonour
fellowMemberStatestoalsorenewtheircommitmenttosupportingthe
Secretary-GeneralandtheworkoftheUnitedNations.Moreflexibilityfor
theSecretary-Generaltomanagefinancialresourceswillbeoflittleuse
ifthereareinsufficientresourcestobeginwith.Tothisend,ASEAN
notesthattheSecretary-Generalhasputforth severalproposalsto
improve the financialsituation ofthe UN.ASEAN willstudythese
proposals carefully.Anymeasures intended to address the current
challenges of the Organisation should be aimed at achieving a
sustainablesolutionandaddressingrootcauses,withoutresultingin
unfairadditionalburdensandnegativeconsequencesonMemberStates.
Welookforwardtoaconstructiveandrobustdiscussiononhowwecan
besthelptheSecretary-Generaltoimplementthemandateswehavelaid
outforhim.

5 Ithankyou,Madam Chair.
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